LA ¥

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

ATTACK CARRIER AIR WING EIGHT

FPO NEW YORK 08501
E IN REPLY REFE

Code 11
Ser 31
31 March

From: Commander Attack Carrier Air Wing EIGHT
To: Chief of Naval Operations (OP-09B9)

Subj: Command History; forwarding of
Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12°
Encl: (1) Command History for Attack Carrier Air Wing EIGHT

1. 1In accordance with reference (a) enclosure (1) is forward
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ANNUAL COMMAND HISTOKS | ' DECLASSIHED

ATTACK CARRIER AYR WING EIGHT

CHRONOLOGY OF BIGHLIGHTS

t. 1 January 1269 - Attack Caveler Aiv Wing EIGHYT, commanded by
CDR ROBERT L. LOVELACE was homeported at Ni§ CECIL FLELD operatin
as & unit of COMFAIRJAX, under operational control of Commander
Carrier Division 8IX. The following units were gssigned:

UNIT MODEL: WO . COMMBNDING OFFICER
VF-13 FSH 10 CDR W. J. BRENDEL JR.
VE~53 F8H 10 CDR S. W. HUBBARD JR.
VA-172 £.4C 14 ChR J. D. YAMNICKY
VA~12 R4C 14 CDR R. M. FLETCHEER
VA~72 A4R 14 CDR R, A. PHILLIDS
VEP=62 RFBG 3 LCDR J. W. ROSSON
VAW-121 Eim 3 LODR . A. BRENWAN

2. L January found CVi=-8 at Cecil Field, Flovids mzwv%x%WQ
for the Med. cyruise departing on 7 Jan. The USE SHENGRI-LE
degpurted on time and condusted limited air operaticons on the
trangit. The first stop was in Pollieunia Bay, MallprTea - for &
turnevey with the USS INDEPENDENCE on 18 January. After turuovwsy
¢he ship departed and conducted routine aix operations in ©
western Meditervanean and into porlt st Barceloma, Spain o 3
ruary. Departing Bsrcelona on 10 Febitary, the Alr Wing im
began te conduct & combiined exercise with ths &wnw151 ALy Po
then proceeded to Cannés, France drrxvinq wn L7 %abruarva__
leaving Cannes, the Rix erq ﬁﬁnduatei“@ Joknt Sixmkh Flaer Sus
véillance exercise and arrived on 7 Mayulh in Naples, Ttaly.
niy Wing, leaving Maplés on 17 March roceeded to the Hell
wate*s snd participated in Exercige e Draw prior Lo en
fleat aﬁﬁh@ﬂ&g@ a¥ Pgligon Ba?, Ahh“i ;;ﬁre&ce an 232 Harch. :
?gav1&q aAthene, Air Wzng treining eoﬁnzrued and we pda@ewa@a Pt
auchﬂxage ffor the first tinse of th cruise] in VYellatdas., M :
3 ﬁ?&ii I The rﬁ&tmne mpmwbﬁzomar Hrkining continved with ,
sxerelge uvnder bsken prior te & shork Fleet anghorags in Sw&ﬁt
 Crete frow 17-19% April. The next pericd at ses Ffound CVW-§ T
clpating in & lavrge Sizth Fleet eveprdisée extending from Gresoe ga
dardiania, then .procesded hﬁ N&plesé Thely on 2 May for four da
T Afw WEF@ n&ay@& hoet to itelimn Ofticers on 7 May and Thew Lo
Frreslons fov the secchd i o 11 Wﬁvn The czules, ﬁilﬁ* .
S o hﬁ%i?ay thvough, fovnd CVH-§ b t se& on LE %mv ;
operaticns while snrovte o Wﬁll:ﬁﬁ”, M@‘ggf aryiving on 3€
Pollowing & 7 day lmport, the kir Wing ﬁ&étl@ipai¢m i Jeint

srgiegy with Bellenic snd Sevman §@§ﬁ@g; which gllowed the A3;
te eocomplish & grest dsel of resllstic operstione over land,
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The ship and wing proceeded to Athens, Greece on 10 June and
V-8 gent & detachment ashore to participate in a Hellinian
atrehow. Leaving Athene on 16 June, CVW-8 continued routine
treining efiroute to Cannes, France whi6h was the last port of
call of the crulge. Leaving Cannes on 6 July, the alr wing
participated in the second Poopdeck of the cruise with the
Spanish Alr Porce znd then to a fleet anchorage 13-15 July, de-
parting the anchorage for Rota, 8pain on 18~1% July fcr curn-
over with the USS SARATOGA {CVA-60). The cruise aboard the
USS SHANGRI-LA officially ended or 3% Guly when the ship enter-
ed Mayport, Florida. The niyr Wing had flown off the day prior
to their lome por: oi NAS CECIL PIELD, FLORIDA. A 20 day leave
period stzited and then began a new txaining cycle on 28 August
Ou iz September, CDR William M. STOLLENWERCK relieved CDR
Robert H. LOVELACE as Commander, Attack Carrier Air Wing EIGHT
in ceremonies at NAS CECIL.

The composition of the wing began to change with the loss
of VA-72 which began transition to the A-~7 on 15 September at
NAS CECIL FIELD, Florida. On 1 October, V¥~13 and VF~62 were
decommissioned with ceremonies at NAS CECIL. The first at sea
period was 14 November with VA~12 and VA-172 assisting the
USS SHANGRI-LA, after its RAV period, in sea trials off the coa
of Jacksonville. On 1 December, the Air Wing embarked for a
REFTRA erulse to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. During this period, CUW
was joined by VA~152, VAW-121l Det 38, VAH-10 Det 38, VFP-63 Det
38, VF-11ll, and VF-162. Return to Naval Station Mayport was on
21 December just in time to spend the Christmas holidays at hom
Air Wing composition as of 31 December 1969 was:

UNIT - MODEL NO. COMMANDING OFFICER
VF-111 g 3 10 7y, mCﬁR R. C. DIMON
VF-162 ¥8H 6 CDR R. G. CONAUGHTON
VA-12 A4C 12 CDR W. R. PETERSEN
VA~152 A4E 12 CDR E. E. SHEELEY
VA=-172 A4C 12 CDR C. B. OLSOK
Vre-§3 DY 38 RF8G 3 LCDR N. T. BLACK
VAW-121 DET 38 E1B 3 ICDR J. M. FERRY
VAH-10 DET 38 KA3B 3 CDR G. A. HBEMLIN

BASIC NARRATIVE

1. Command Organization.

a. Followlng officers commanded Attack Carrier Air Wing EI
during the reporting period:

CDR ROBERT H. LOVELACE 1 JANUARY-1Z2 SEPTEMBER
CDR WILLIAM M. STOLLENWERCEK 12 SEPTEMBER-31 DECEMEE
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b. During the calendsr year, the UVE~8 £43¢f wes located as
folliowe:

SHIP /STRELION LOCRTION DATES

KLE CROIY. PLBLD . FLORIDA i JaN-6 Jawm
USE SHANGRI-LE (CVL~381 MEDITERRANEAN 7 JAN-28 JUL
NAE CECIL FIBLD FLORIDA 28 JUL-13 NOV
USE SHARGRI-LA {(CV3=38) FLORYDA 14 BOV-18 NOV
HAS CECTL FIELD FLORIDA 13 wov--1 DEC
USE EHANGRI-LA (CVUS-38) COANTARAMO 1 pEC=31 DEC

Specific statistics regarding sgusdron sctivities is coentained in
respgctive compand histories. 5

¢. 'The mistion of Attack Carrier hiv Wing 5TGHY and Detach-
ments arve s follows: :

Te conduet and cooxdinate offensive ajir operations en~
gaging in attack air, surface and gub-surface tazgets, afloat and
ashore, which thresten control of the sea and ta econduct sustainec

air coperations in support of other forces as directed.

8. The changes in composition of the Air Wing are dalineated
iy the Chronclogy of Bvents. The exact composition of squadrons
and detachments is presented in their respective commend higtories
The composition of the 2ir Wing Staff on 31 Decamber was 11 office

and 12 enlisted essigned.
Z. Aotivities,

2. Following deployments were made:

.

SHIP/STATION LOCRTION DATES

USS SHANGRI-LA (CVA-38) MEDITERRANEAN 7 SAN-28 Jul
USS SHANGRI-LA (CVS-38) FLORIDA i4 NOV-18 WOV
USS SHANGRI~LA (CV8-38) GUANTENAMO 1 DEC-21 DEC

Fpecviflo statisties regarding squadron activity is contained in
regpactive command histories. '

3. Special Topiocs.

4. During the calendsr year, Bir Wing Pilote made the follow
“LO00Lh" arrested landings azboard USS SHANGRI-LA {CVa~-38). .
101,000 Ly Va-172
162,000 Fiy VF-13
102,000 i VA-172
104,000 LT VA=-T2
165,000 LT C YR-T2
106,000 LODR V=62
107,000 £ VF~52
108,600 LCDR Vh~T2
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169,000 vy DI VAW-121 DRT @
116,000 ITI¢ VF~-62
111,006 1TIG VA-12
b. Special Exercises.
POOPDECK 10-14 JAN T=L0 JUN
NATIONAL WK IT 2- 5 MAR
QUICKDRAW 18~22 MAR
RIMEX 29 MAR- 2 APR
DAWN PATROL 20 APR- 1 MAY
NATIONAL WK IIXI 19-25 MAY
OLYMPIC EXPRESS 2- 9 JUN

¢. Change of Commands.

l. VF-13 - 5 February =~ CDR G. B. GREGORY relieved
CDR W. J. BRANDEL Jr.

2. VA-72 - 9% April - CDR S. E. LATIMER relieved
CDR R. A. PHILLIPS

3. CVW-8 -~ 12 September CDR W. M. STOLLENWEECK relieve:
CDR R. H., LOVELACE

4. VA-12 - 30 September - CDR W. R. PETERSEN relieved
CDR R. M. FLETCHER

5. VA-172 - 21 October - CDR C, B. OLSON rali@ved
COR J. B. YAMNICRY :

4. Surmary.

Al1lthough the composition of the Adlr Wing changed zs did the
aircraft it flew, the mission and hich level of professional
performance did not. Air Wing EIGHT ended the yeax as it had b
& rtrong, professional fighting unit.





